
Notes&from&Michael&
&
“Thing&of&Gold”&
written&and&arranged&by&Michael&League&
transcribed&by&Michael&League&
recorded&on&groundUP,&GroundUP&Music&/&Ropeadope&Records&2012&

&
I&have&heard&many&great&songwriters&say&that&they&created&their&best&piece&of&work&
in&10H15&minutes.&
&
My&average&time&for&writing&a&Snarky&Puppy&song&is&generally&about&4H6&months&
(ouch).&But&in&the&case&of&this&tune,&I&actually&did&write&the&whole&thing&in&about&30&
minutes.&
&
It&was&February&of&2011,&and&I&had&just&taken&a&trip&to&Spain,&Sweden,&and&France&to&
make&contacts&and&check&out&the&potential&for&Snarky&Puppy&touring&in&Europe,&as&
well&as&to&visit&someone&(wink,&wink).&Before&heading&back&to&the&states,&I&crashed&
with&my&good&friend&(and&SP&keyboardist)&Bill&Laurance&for&a&few&nights&at&his&place&
in&London.&I&was&sitting&at&his&baby&grand&piano&one&night&while&he&made&pesto&in&the&
kitchen&(the&sound&of&spoonHonHsaucepan&clatter&is&in&the&background&of&the&original&
demo),&and&this&song&came&out.&It&was&never&intended&to&be&played&by&Snarky&
Puppy…&especially&considering&that&the&melody&was&written&alongside&lyrics.&I&
figured&that&I&would&donate&it&to&a&singer&friend,&or&just&keep&it&in&the&vault&until&an&
opportunity&emerged&for&it.&
&
Bill&came&in&the&room,&I&played&it&for&him,&and&he&instantly&demanded&that&we&play&it&
in&Snarky&Puppy.&I&was&sure&that&it&would&sound&terrible,&but&considering&that&Bill&is&
one&of&my&closest&friends&and&is&also&never&wrong,&I&made&a&crappy&demo&on&Garage&
Band&and&we&tried&it&in&a&rehearsal&that&November&(one&month&before&recording&it&
on&GroundUP).&It&took&a&minute&to&build&the&right&groove,&but&when&Sput&and&Nate&
put&the&stresses&on&beats&1&&&2&(instead&of&the&usual&2&&&4),&the&song&took&on&a&life&of&
its&own.&
&
I&didn’t&actually&finish&writing&the&Snarky&Puppy&version&until&the&day&before&we&
tracked&GroundUP&(there’s&some&interesting&footage&on&the&DVD&of&us&learning&it&
together&in&the&studio&24&hours&before&we&made&the&live&album).&There&were&
modulations&not&in&the&original,&as&well&as&the&opening&melodic&statement&by&Chris&
Bullock&on&tenor&sax.&
&
When&“Thing&of&Gold”&hit&YouTube&as&the&first&video&release&on&GroundUP,&things&
changed&for&the&band.&I&think&it&had&something&like&25,000&hits&in&the&first&48&hours,&
and&I&could&tell&that&the&new&record&was&going&to&create&opportunities&for&us&that&we&
thought&we&far&off.&I&realized&that&the&melody&(and&its&relationship&to&the&harmony)&
was&what&people&related&to&so&deeply,&and&it&was&quickly&confirmed&by&the&fact&that&



the&audience&sings&it&with&us,&even&still,&at&most&shows.&Each&time&we&release&an&
album,&I&look&back&at&the&songs&on&it&and&try&to&take&the&best&parts&of&each&as&a&sort&of&
guide&to&what&I&need&to&focus&on&for&the&next&record.&In&this&case,&“Thing&of&Gold”&has&
set&an&example&for&melodicism&in&records&to&come.&Even&though&I&think&this&is&the&
only&song&I’ve&ever&written&that&has&a&melody&I&actually&love,&I’m&going&to&try&to&hold&
myself&to&that&standard&for&every&single&track&on&the&next&album.&Failure,&I&believe,&is&
imminent.&
&
As&a&side&note,&Musiq&Soulchild&and&I&created&an&arrangement&of&this&(with&vocals,&
obviously)&that&goes&in&a&completely&different&direction.&What&he&heard&over&it&is&
pretty&special.&We&made&a&rough&demo,&but&I&hope&we&get&the&chance&to&record&it&
professionally&soon.&
&
“Thing&of&Gold”&is&a&bit&of&an&outlier&for&this&band&in&that&it&is&the&only,&and&I&mean&
ONLY,&song&which&the&band&plays&almost&identically&every&night.&The&drum&grooves&
stay&the&same,&there&generally&aren’t&any&chordal&substitutions,&and&the&contour&
remains&almost&identical&to&the&recording.&Obviously,&the&keyboard&solo&is&
completely&different&each&night,&but&aside&from&that,&we&play&it&like&a&pop&band.&
We’ve&tried&mixing&it&up&a&bit,&but&it&never&works.&Some&things&just&aren’t&meant&to&
be&changed,&I&suppose.&
&
OffHtheHpage&stuff&to&try:&

1) Open&up&the&solo&section&in&the&middle&of&the&tune&(Ebmin&–&Bmaj7).&That’s&all&
I&got!&

&
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35

Ó Œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ ≈ œ œ ˙
Gmin9

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Eb6

œâ œâ œ œ œ Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Cmin .œ Jœ ˙

Bmaj7

& bb
41

Ó œ œ œ œ
(synth)

Bb œ œ œ œ œ œGmin9 œ œ œ œ œb œGbmaj9 œ œ œ ˙Dbmaj7 Ebmaj7

& bb
45

Ó œ œ œ œBb œ œ œ œ œ œGmin9 œ œ œ œ œb œGbmaj9 œ œb œ œ œ œDbmaj7 Fmin9

& bb .. ..
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’ ’ ’ ’
SOLO, tacet 1st X

Ebmin9

’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
Bmaj9

’ ’ ’ ’4X
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53

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
Abmin9
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77
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Ó œ œ œ œ
SOLO continues, horns play melody
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U
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U

˙
U
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’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
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œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ
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& ..
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&
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&
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œ œ œ œ œb œ
Abmaj9
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&
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&
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35
Ó Œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ ≈ œ œ ˙

Amin9

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
F6

œâ œâ œ œ œ Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Dmin .œ Jœ ˙

C#maj7

&
41
Ó œ œ œ œ

(synth)

C œ œ œ œ œ œAmin9 œ œ œ œ œb œAbmaj9 œ œ œ ˙Ebmaj7 Fmaj7

&
45
Ó œ œ œ œC œ œ œ œ œ œAmin9 œ œ œ œ œb œAbmaj9 œ œb œ œ œ œEbmaj7 Gmin9

& .. .. ###
49

’’˙
SOLO, tacet 1st X

Fmin9

’’’’ ’’’’
C#maj9

’’’’4X œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
Bbmin9

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
Cmin9 œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

Dmin9 www#
Emin9

& ###
57

Ó œ œ œ œ
(horns)

A œ œ œ œ œ œnF#min9 œ œn œ œ œ œFmaj9 œ œ œ ˙C#maj9 Dmaj9

& ### nnn
61

Ó œ œ œ œA œ œ œ œ œ œnF#min9 œ œn œ œ œ œFmaj9 œ œ# œn œ œn œEbmaj7 Gmin9

&
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˙ œ œ œ œ

(synth)

C œ œ œ œ œ œAmin9 œ œ œ œ œb œAbmaj9 œ œ œ ˙Ebmaj7 Fmaj7

& ##
69
Ó œ œ œ œC E7(#9) Amin9œ œ œ œ œ œbBbsus13 Ebmaj9œ œb œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œGmin9 Amin9
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& ##
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˙ œ œ œ œD œ œ œ œ œ œBmin9 œ œ œ œ œn œBbmaj9 œ œ œ ˙Fmaj7 Gmaj7

& ## ####
77

Ó œ œ œ œD F#7(#9) Bmin9œ œ œ œ œ œnCsus13 Fmaj9 œ œb œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œAmin9 Bmin9

& #### ..
81

.| Û Û
SOLO

E C#min9

.| Û ÛCmaj9

| | |
Gmaj7 Amaj7

& ####
85

.| Û ÛE C#min9

.| Û ÛCmaj9

| | |
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& ####
89

.| Û ÛE C#min9
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| | |
Gmaj7 Amaj7
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| JÛ Û JÛ
E G#7(#9) C#min9

Û ‰ JÛ .Û JÛ
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| | |
Bmin9 C#min9

& ######
97

Ó œ œ œ œ
SOLO continues, horns play melody

F# D#min9œ œ œ œ œ œDmaj9œ œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ ˙
Amaj9 Bmaj9

& ######
101

Ó œ œ œ œ
F# A#7(#9)

D#min9œ œ œ
U
˙

SOLO continues

Esus13 ˙
U

˙
U

Amaj9 Bmaj9 w
U
F#min9
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& bb 44 ..ô      
4q = 90

∑ ∑ ’ ’ ’ ’
fills, with capo and delay

Bb6
’ ’ ’ ’

& bb ..
9

∑ ∑ ’’’’
Bb6

’’’’ |
Eb6

| |
Cmin

| |
Bmaj7

& bb
17

|
Bb

|
Gmin9

|
Gbmaj9

| |
Dbmaj7 Ebmaj7

|
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|
Gmin9

|
Gbmaj9

| |
Dbmaj7 Fmin9

& bb ..
25

’’’’
Bb6

’’’’ ’’’’ ’’’’ ∑ ∑ ’’’’
fills, with capo and delay

Bb6 ∑

& bb ..
33

’’’’ ∑ ’’’’ ∑ ’ ’ ’ ’
Eb6

’ ’ ’ ’ |
Cmin

| |
Bmaj7

& bb
41

www
Bb wwwGmin9 wwwb Gbmaj9 ˙̇̇b ˙̇̇Dbmaj7Ebmaj7 www

Bb wwwGmin9 wwwb Gbmaj9 ˙̇̇b ˙˙˙
Dbmaj7 Fmin9

& bb .. .. nn#
49

’’’’
funky stuff

Ebmin9

’’’’ ’’’’
Bmaj9

’’’’4X ’’’’
Abmin9

’’’’
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’’’’
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|
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& # nbb
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|
G

|
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|
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|
G

|
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|
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| |
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65

|
Bb

|
Gmin9

|
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| |
Dbmaj7 Ebmaj7
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& bb nn
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| JÛ Û JÛ
Bb D7(#9) Gmin9

Û ‰ JÛ Û ‰ JÛ
Absus13 Dbmaj9

| | |
Fmin9 Gmin9

&
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|
C

|
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|
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77
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Û ‰ JÛ Û ‰ JÛ
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| | |
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& ## ..
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.| Û Û
D Bmin9

.| Û Û
Bbmaj9

| | |
Fmaj7 Gmaj7 .| Û Û

D Bmin9

.| Û Û
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| | |
Fmaj9 Amin9

& ##
89

.| Û ÛD Bmin9

.| Û ÛB
bmaj9

| | |
Fmaj7 Gmaj7

& ## ####
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| JÛ Û JÛ
D F#7(#9) Bmin9

Û ‰ JÛ .Û JÛ
Csus13 Fmaj9

| | |
Amin9 Bmin9

& ####
97

.| Û ÛE C#min9

.| Û ÛCmaj9

| | |
Gmaj9 Amaj9

| JÛ Û JÛ
E G#7(#9) C#min9

Û ‰ JÛ
U
|

Dsus13

& ####
103

|
U

|
U

Gmaj9 Amaj9

|
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?
bb

bb
44
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Piano
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑

Bb6q = 90

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ
∑

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.
∑

œœœ. œœœ.
œœœ œœœ
∑

&
?
bb

bb
..
..

Pno.
5 œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ

∑
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑
œœœ. œœœ.

œœœ œœœ
∑

&
?
bb

bb
..
..

Pno.
9 œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ

∑
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑
œœœ. œœœ.

œœœ œœœ
∑

&
?
bb

bb
Pno.

13
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑

Eb6
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

∑
www
∑

Cmin

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇b
∑

Bmaj7
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?
bb

bb
Pno.
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www
ww

Bb
www
ww

Gmin9

wwwb
wwbb

Gbmaj9

˙̇̇b ˙̇̇
˙̇bb ˙̇

Dbmaj7 Ebmaj7

www
ww

Bb
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Gmin9

wwwb
wwbb

Gbmaj9

˙̇̇b ˙˙˙
˙̇bb ˙̇

Dbmaj7 Fmin9

&
?
bb

bb
Pno.

25
Œ ...œœœ œœœ

≈ rœœœ
‰ ‰ jœœœœ

œ œ œ Œ ‰ jœ œ .œ

Bb6 ≈ rœœœ
‰ rœœœ
≈ ‰Œ œœœ

Ó œ œ œ Œ
Œ ...œœœ œœœ

≈ rœœ
‰ ‰ jœœœ

œ œ œ Œ ‰ jœ œ .œ

≈ rœœœ
‰ œœœ.
‰ œ œ œ

Ó
œ œ

Gmin9

&
?
bb

bb
..
..

Pno.
29

Œ ...œœœ œœœ
≈ rœœœ
‰ ‰ jœœœœ

œ œœŒ ‰ jœ œœ‰

Bb6 ≈ rœœœ
‰ rœœœ
≈‰Œ œœœ

Ó œ œ œ Œ
Œ ...œœœ œœœ

≈ rœœ
‰ ‰ jœœœ

œ œœŒ ‰ jœ œœ‰
≈ rœœœ
‰ œœœ.
‰ œ œ œ

Ó
œ œ

Gmin9

&
?
bb
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..
..

Pno.
33

‰ jœœœ œœœ œœœ ≈ œœœ
‰ ‰ œœœ ≈ œœœ

œ œ œ Œ ‰ jœ œœ‰

Bb6 ‰ rœœœ
≈ ‰ ‰ ‰ œœœ ‰

Ó œ œ œ Œ
‰ jœœœ œœœ œœœ ≈ œœ

‰ ‰ œœœ ≈ œœœ
œ œ œ Œ ‰ jœ œœ‰

‰ œœœ.
Œ œ œ œ

Ó
œ œ

Gmin9

&
?
bb

bb
Pno.
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’ ’ ’ ’

∑

Eb6
’ ’ ’ ’

∑
www
∑

Cmin

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇b
∑

Bmaj7
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bb
Pno.
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Gmin9

wwwb
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Gbmaj9

˙̇̇b ˙̇̇
˙̇bb ˙̇
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ww

Bb
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wwwb
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Gbmaj9

˙̇̇b ˙˙˙
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&
?
bb
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..
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..

..
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49
œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
œ. ‰ jœb .

≈ rœb
‰
œ œ
‰

Ebmin9

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
Ó ‰ jœ ≈ .jœb

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
œb .
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≈ rœ ‰ œb .

Bmaj9

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ
Œ ‰
œb œn œ

Œ

4X

&
?
bb
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nn#

nn#
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œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ

œb
Œ ‰ jœ

≈ .jœn

Abmin9

œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ.
Œ Œ ‰ œ œb
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